
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-048
NPDES NO. CA0005177

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

FMC CORPORATION
PHOSPHORUS CHEMICALS DIVISION
NEWARK, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds
that:

1. FMC Corporation, Phosphorus Chemicals Division,
hereinafter called the discharger, by application dated
November 20, 1991 has applied for reissuance of waste
discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste
under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination system
(NPDES), from the facility located at 8787 Enterprise
Drive, Newark.

2. The discharger manufactures phosphoric acid by burning
elemental phosphorus, and phosphate products by
processing phosphoric acid, sodium carbonate and
potassium hydroxide. The facility also distributes
hydrogen peroxide. The discharge consists of
approximately 58,000 gallons per day (.058 mgd) of
wastewater primariliy consisting of cooling tower and
boiler blowdown water, water softener regeneration brines
and stormwater runoff. All wastewater is discharged into
a ditch via a pond which is also part of a pH adjustment
system. Treated wastewater travels about four thousand
feet in the ditch prior to entering Plummer Creek Slough,
a tributary to South San Francisco Bay and part of the
San Francisco Bay National wildlife Refuge.

3. The discharger is currently treating ethylene dibromide
(EDB) contaminated groundwater by pumping water from
extraction wells at this site. The extracted groundwater
is treated by carbon absorption and discharged to the
Union Sanitary District's sewer system. The discharger
has the option to discharge treated groundwater to the
effluent ditch.

4. The discharge is presently governed by Waste Discharge
Requirements, Order No. 87-043 which allow discharge into
South San Francisco Bay.

5. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the




















